
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION IX 

.75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3901 

November 30, 2009 

M~-rown 1.:11-ilr'*ml 
Dear Commupity Member: 

In December 2008, an EPA Jact sheet announced the availability of the Technical Assistance 
Servic~s for Comm.u,iiities (TASC) prograµi for its work at the Santa . Susan~ Fi~ld Laboratory 
(SSFL): The rASC is funded ·and nianag~d 1,mc\~r a national EPA ·contnict, and provides an 
independ~nt eQvir.onmental expel1 tp as,s_ist the comrnu.nity to w1<,lerstand EPA's work and 
provide input into the proce~s. 

·Initially, two groups made formal expressions of h1tcr~st in re<;ejving T ASC services, followed 
later by a tpird gi:oup. Through numerous discussions with various active members of the 
coriununity, EPAlearned ttiat there was opposition to TASC. 

On May 2.7., 20()~' a T ASC iµfonnaticibal rµeeting was attended by a t ASC contractor and ffic!JlY 
communi,ty. me

0

111bers wfro . expressed strongly-hel~ opposing yiewpoints. While som.e attendees 
supported T ASC : and wanJ~d. to . r~pt:;i;V~ rAsc services, others were ·Opposed to T Ase being 
mac;le av~il~\)le_to any:~9.µp. · · .. 

··:· .. • .· : .• . 

Some atten~ee$ ,questioned .the. TASC program's ability to find an independ<mt t~cbnical advisor 
sufficif:~t(y qu·~ti.fied. to. r~vie:w' Jtie}iigbly technical radiologic~!: d9cµm~g,~. oth~~s claimed that 
·tli~ existing SSFI/,Ihter~gency'·Work!qoup ·was su.fficient to meet.the,ir needs cm~:prote'st~·d the 
additional meetings they would have to attend. Some were ·concerned that TASC.would not be 
foctlsed 'oii E'i> A•~ . ;~~·r~ .but . 0~ long~deb~ted sources of the origitial c~nitainination and 
cpallenges a~otit' cla~irte·d p~ t he~lth impacts. 

EPA ~pent con~frler~Jjje. .. time c9hs1{t~nrig all qf tile comments . received at the ~nformation.al 
meeting, and:;~ ~.ugh_ pl\qtje,.~ajls. ru)~ Jlir~~t coriversatipiJ$. EPA atteinpted· to fin<:l'.a .process to 
·provide t ASC s'ervictf'tl\~t tas inchi~ive of V<lrio4s perSJ)ectives whil~ aggressing concerns. 

B~ed ~µ:) igrhf{c#.~ :6pp~sjt,ici.n .l~~'.fASC, · J¢:PA Region IX h~.~ 4~ci:~ed not . to• provide TASC 
serv.icti foi:; its}i~1.i:{iogi~·a,f s~iv~y_wo.rk at the SSFL, at the present tirn.e. EPA remains ope1( to 
prcwiding TASC sefYice's'1 if Af1 appr(i°priate ·process can be established or potentially folded irito 
the public particip~ti~1i' efforts of th~ State agency that has lead responsibility for the cleanup, 
DTSC. 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 

·, 




